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The Hamlyn Trust owes its existence today to the will of the late Miss Emma Warburton Hamlyn of Torquay, who died in  at the age of . She came of an old and well-known Devon family. Her father, William Bussell Hamlyn, practised in Torquay as a solicitor and J.P. for many years, and it seems likely that Miss Hamlyn founded the trust in his memory. Emma Hamlyn was a woman of strong character, intelligent and cultured, well-versed in literature, music and art, and a lover of her country. She travelled extensively in Europe and Egypt, and apparently took considerable interest in the law and ethnology of the countries and cultures that she visited. An account of Miss Hamlyn by Professor Chantal Stebbings of the University of Exeter may be found, under the title 'The Hamlyn Legacy', in volume  of the published lectures.
Miss Hamlyn bequeathed the residue of her estate on trust in terms which it seems were her own. The wording was thought to be vague, and the will was taken to the Chancery Division of the High Court, which in November  approved a Scheme for the administration of the trust. Paragraph  of the Scheme, which follows Miss Hamlyn's own wording, is as follows: 
 
I am grateful to the Hamlyn trustees for inviting me to give the  lectures, and for their kindness and efficiency in making arrangements for the three lectures to be delivered. The first lecture was given at LSE, and I am grateful to Lord Justice Sedley for chairing the event so well. The second lecture was delivered at the University of Durham where Professor Helen Fenwick was a generous and thoughtful chair. My third and final presentation was held at Queen's University, Belfast: I am very grateful to Professor Colin Harvey for chairing that lecture and to Professor Norma Dawson for looking after me so well during my stay in Belfast. I was received immensely hospitably at each of the three venues for the lectures, and I want here to thank in particular the law departments at each University and also the Centre for the Study of Human Rights at LSE for having done so much to make each of the three lectures into such enjoyable events. The chair of the Hamlyn Trustees Professor Kim Economides has been a tremendous support to me throughout the past year. I cannot praise enough his dedication to the whole Hamlyn idea, his determination that the lectures should be a success and his extremely kind and sensitive handling of this particular lecturer throughout the whole and sometimes (for the lecturer fraught) process of translating some random initial thoughts via three lectures into book form. A highlight of my association with this year's lectures has been the opportunity it has given me to publish with Cambridge University Press for the first time, the press of the University in which I obtained my graduate degrees and where I spent many very happy years as a teacher of law. The embodiment of the Press for Hamlyn purposes has been Finola O'Sullivan and it gives me great pleasure to acknowledge my debt to her; it is her combination of solidarity with the author (when it is craved), intellectual acumen (when it is needed) and firmness (when it is warranted) that makes her such a pleasure to work with. These lectures are the product of many years of discussion and conversation in many different classes at both King's College London and (more recently) LSE. I want to thank all the students I have taught over so many years for the many thoughts and ideas that they have given me: I am lucky enough to be able to say that I enjoy teaching as much now as when I gave my first supervision in constitutional law at Wolfson College Cambridge in . I would also like to thank the Rausing Trust, and in particular Sigrid Rausing, for their generosity in funding the Rausing Directorship of the Centre for the Study of Human Rights at LSE. This has been a wonderful position from which to be able to write and think about human rights. It has also been a terrific place to work, for which I am grateful to the Centre manager Joy Whyte in particular but also to the whole team at the Centre -the atmosphere in the place makes my visits to work seem more like pleasure than business.
In thinking through the lectures last summer and then in writing them up for this book, I have had the benefit of comments and suggestions from a number of people. Several of those who attended the lectures either spoke to me at the   xiv www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-68552-8 -Can Human Rights Survive? Conor Gearty Frontmatter More information
